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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Daventry: 

Your  Worship,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  l\/fedical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1953,  incorporating  that  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  It  is  also  ny  second  report  since  Being  appointed  to  the 
Office, 

A study  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1953 
shews  that  there  has  Been  little  change  since  the  previous  year, 
excepting  only  in  the  Birth  Rate,  This  fell  very  steeply  to  a value 
well  Below  that  given  for  England  and  Wales,  and  included  one 
illegitina  te  Birth.  The  Crn^p  Death  Rate  of  48.9,  approximately 
Ag"  times  that  for  England  and  Wales,  is  again  accounted  for  By  the 
application  of  a new  system  of  recording  and  allocating  deaths  By  the 
Registrar  General,  All  deaths  taking  place  in  such  Institutions  as 
that  attached  to  Danetre  Hospital  are  now  included  in  the  total  for 
the  district  in  which  any  such  Institution  is  situated,  Ey  deducting 
from  the  inclusive  figure  all  those  deaths  which  it  was  customary 
hitherto  to  transfer  out,  a Death  Rate  of  11«4  has  Been  oBtained, 
identical  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  This 
represents  a reduction  of  1,0  on  last  year's  rate  and  is  very 
satisfactory. 

No  epidemics  of  a serious  form  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred 
during  the  year  under  review,  and  no  deaths  were  attributed  to  any 
such  cause.  Two  cases  only  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  Both 
respiratory,  of  which  one  proved  to  Be  fatal. 

It  is  pleasing  to  Be  able  to  rei^ort  a very  Big  improvement 
in  the  field  of  Housing  on  the  results  of  the  previous  year.  With 
what  might  perhaps  Be  described  as  a spirit  of  expectant  progress, 
stimulated  By  the  establishment  on  a practical  Basis  of  the  once 
nebulous  schemes  and  dreams  of  expansion  and  development  of  the 
Borough,  some  46  houses  were  completed  and  occupied.  This  was  an 
increase  of  about  55CFo  the  1952  figures.  Whilst  only  one  house 
was  demolished  during  the  year,  a total  of  17  unfit  houses  were 
dealt  with  By  the  Council  either  through  Demolition  Orders  or 
Undertakings  not  to  re  let,  thereby  making  very  substantial  inroads 
into  the  problem  of  Slum  Clearance  which  still  remains. 

In  presenting  this  report  for  your  consideration  ny  thanks  arc 
due  to  Mr,  W,  Coupe,  who  resigned  his  appointment  as  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  June,  to  Mr,  G, N.  Schofield  who  succeeded  him  later  in  the  same 
month,  also  to  the  Borough  Officials  and  Staff,  and  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  all  of  whom  have  played  some 
part,  large  or  small,  in  the  work  Behind  the  compilation  of  this 
report. 


I have  the  honour  to  Be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.A.  HAMLTON  Sm,MERS; 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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MGiiibers  of  the  Public  Health  Coinmittee : 

Councillor  T.R,  Webb  (Chairman) 

Councillor  L.B,  Butcher  (Mayor):  Alderman  D.C.  Arnull. 

Councillors:  J,C,  DePreynej  W.G.S,  Ed^iards;  A.  T.  Knight; 

E.N,  Le\^is;  H.W.C,  Richardson;  H,  Trinder; 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Borough  Council: 

H.A,  Hamilton  Summers,  M.B,  ,B.Ch,  ,B,  A.0,  ,D.P, H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

also  holds  the  appointments  of 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Daventry  Rural 
District  Council, 

Ifcdical  Officer  of  Health,  Brixworth  Rural 
District  Council, 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and 

County  School  Medical  Officer, 


W.  Coupe,  !4S,  I,A,  ,C,R,S,  I, , 

Borough  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Poods, 
Shops  Act  Inspector, 

Petroleum  Officer, 

(Resigned  June  20th  1953). 


G,N,  Schofield,  M,  S*  I,  A,  ,C,R,S,  I, , 
Borough  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Certified  Inspector  of  ]\feat  and  Poods, 
Shops  Act  Inspector, 

Petroleum  Offi'^^r, 

(Appointed  June  29th,  1953) 
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OP 

VITAL  STATISTICS, 

1953 

Area  (in  acres) 

• • • 

• • 

• 

3633 

Population 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• 

4164 

Number  of  separate  dwellings 

5 occupied 

• t 

• 

1254 

Rateable  Value  1953  (April) 

• • • 

• 9 

• 

£29.741 

Produc  t of  a Penny  Rate 

• • • 

• • 

• 

£93.7. 2d. 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Rate  per 

1000 

estimated  population) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate 

Rate  E,  i 

Legitimate 

28 

22 

50 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

29 

22 

51 

12.24 

15.5 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Rate  per 

1000 

total  population) 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegi timate 

— 

- 

1 

- 

1 

0.24 

0. 35 

DEAIHS  (All  causes) 

106 

98 

204 

48.9 

11.4 

DEATHS  7R0M  PUERPEEl/O;  CAUSES  (Maternal  Mortality) 

NIL. 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  (Deaths  under  1 year  per  1000  live  births) 

Legitimate  11  2 

Illegitimate  - - - 

1 1 2 39.21  26,8 


NEON/ITAL  MORTALITY  (Deaths  under  A-  vjeeks  per  1000  live  births) 

1 1 2 39.21 


DEATHS  PROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


1 
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MORTALITY  TABLE,  1933 


Cause  of  Death 

— 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Canoer  (all  forms) 

12 

7 

19 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

14 

24 

38 

Coronary  Disease  of  the  Heart 

3 

3 

6 

Heart  Disease  (other) 

34 

46 

100 

Bronchitis 

9 

2 

11 

Pneumonia 

2 

6 

Influenza 

3 

2 

5 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

- 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  Illdefined  diseases 

3 

8 

13 

Accidents  (and  other  causes) 

1 

. 

- 

TOTALS 

106 



" 

98 

204 

Stillbirths 

1 

1 

SUMMARY  OF  VIT/'iL  STATISTICS  OVER  iREVIOUS  3 YEARS 


Estimated 

Births 

1 ..  . . J 

Deaths 

Year 

Population 

No. 

Crude 

Under 

1 year 

All  ages 

Rate 

]^o. 

Rate 

No. 

Crude  Rate 

1948 

3850 

69 

17.9 

4 

37.9 

40 

10.3 

1949 

4070 

69 

16.9 

3 

43.2 

47 

11.03 

• 

1930 

4240 

58 

13.6 

5 • 

89.6 

33 

12.4 

1931 

4095 

62 

13.1 

4 

64.3 

31 

12.4 

1932 

4100 

74 

18.04 

3 

40.34 

184 

44.8 

1933 

4164 

31 

12.24 

2 

39.21 

204 

48.9 
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SECTION  A. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions 


AREA 

The  acreage  enclosed  "by  the  Borough  Boundary  suggests  a 
much  larger  town  than  is,  in  fact,  the  case.  This  is  because  the 
area  is  mainly  of  a rural  nature,  being  built-up  and  developed  only 
to  a relatively  minor  extent. 

The  Central  urban  portion  within  the  Borough  Boundary  is 
of  a very  old  foundation  and  is  somewhat  densely  concentrated  on 
elevated  ground  at  the  foot  of  Borough  Hill,  on  which  eminence  can 
be  seen  the  aerial  masts  of  one  of  the  oldest  wireless  broadcasting 
stations.  It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  with  development  the 
nature  of  the  to\'m  is  steadily  undergoing  a change.  What  is 
virtually  a new  Daventry  is  being  erected  on  slowly  rising  ground 
to  the  north  of  the  old  town,  producing  an  inevitable  contrast 
between  the  older  cramped  properties  below  Borough  Hill  and  the 
new,  well-spaced  modern  dwellings  now  being  constructed, 

PQHJL/iTIQN 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  in  1953,  calculated  by 
the  Registrar  General,  was  4164,  representing  an  increase  of  64  on 
the  1952  figure.  Natural  increase,  excess  of  births  over  deaths, 
was  calculated  to  be  9,  novements  into  and  out  of  the  tovm  accounting 
for  the  difference  of  55  in  the  total, 

DEATHS 

42  deaths  (calculated  from  the  gross  total  of  2C4)  compared 
with  52  for  the  previous  year,  give  a rate  of  11,4  (Standardised 
rate  - 10, O)  compared  with  12,4  for  1952, 

BIRTHS 

Live  births  numbered  51,  giving  a rate  of  12,24  per  thousand 
live  births,  compared  with  a rate  of  15.5  for  England  and  Wales, 

STILLBIRTHS 

Once  again  only  one  was  recorded  for  the  year,  giving  a rate 
of  0,24  per  thousand  total  population  or  19^2  per  thousand  Live  and 
Still  births.  This  compares  favourably  with  a rate  of  22,4  for 
England  and  V/ales, 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 

One  only  was  recorded  during  the  year,, 

MTEREL'lL  MORTALITY 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  number  of  deaths  vvhich  took  place  under  the  age  of 
one  year  vjas  two,  compared  with  three  in  1952,  both  occurring 
before  the  4th  week  of  life.  The  resultant  rate  of  39.21  per 
thousand  live  births,  compared  with  2^,^  for  England  and  Wales 
failed  to  be  reduced  to  a more  satisfactory  level  on  account  of 
the  fall  in  the  total  number  of  births  recorded.  It  does,  however, 
represent  a further  improvement  on  the  figures  of  40,54  and  64.5  for 
1952  and  1951  respectively.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  actual  number 
of  deaths  so  recorded  could  consistently  fall  any  lower  in  future, 
so  -that  the  object  should  be  to  do  everything  possible  to  prevent 
the  rate  rising  again. 

With  regard  to  the  reasons  for  failure  to  survive  in  the 
two  instances  stated  the  babies,  a boy  and  a girl,  were  both 
premature,  neither  living  more  than  four  days.  As  both  were 
bom  in  a maternity  home  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  all 
possible  measures  were  taken  in  an  attempt  to  save  their  lives. 
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SECTION  B. 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Service 


LABORATORY  SERVICE 

The  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is 
available  for  vjork  in  connection  vjith  the  diagnosis  and  control 
of  Infectious  Diseases,  It  is  situated  adjacent  to  Northampton 
General  Hospital, 

AMBULi'lNCE  SERVICE 

The  ambulance  attached  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  is 
utilised  for  the  transport  ui  infectious  disease  cases.  General 
medical  and  surgical  cases  are  moved  by  units  of  the  St,  John 
Ambulance  Brigade,  acting  as  agents  for  the  County  Council. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  iVND  CLINICS 

An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  is  held  in  the  Abbey  Buildings 
on  the  third  Friday  of  each  month,  A monthly  Antenatal  Clinic 
is  also  conducted. 

There  is  still  no  permanent  Dental  Clinic  in  the  town 
but  the  County  Council  Mobile  Dental  Unit  pays  periodic  visits, 

TUBERCULOSIS 

An  entirely  voluntary  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee 
has  been  established  to  serve  both  the  Borough  and  the  surrounding 
Rural  District, 

NURSING  AT  HOME 

The  County  Council  provides  Health  Visitors  and  District 
Nurses  to  visit  homes  as  and  when  necessary.  Home  Helps  may  also 
be  obtained  vihen  required  by  application  to  the  same  Authority, 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

All  infectious  disease  oases,  excepting  only  Tuberculosis 
sufferers,  can  obtain  suitable  treatment  at  Harborough  Road  Isolation 
Hospital,  Northampton,  while  general  medical  and  surgical  cases 
receive  treatment  at  Danetre  Hospital,  Northampton  General  Hospital 
or  Hospital  of  St,  Gross,  Rugby, 
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SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District 


Water  Supply 

The  Mid-Northamptonshire  V/ater  Board,  control  the  Borough’s 
vjater  supply  and  an  average  quantity  of  90,000  gallons  per  day  was 
supplied  to  meet  both  domestic  and  industrial  requirements.  It  is 
almost  certain  that  a still  larger  amount  of  water  will  he  consumed 
in  future  even  without  the  industrial  development  scheme,  as  more 
and  more  of  the  older  type  houses  are  being  provided  with  bathrooms, 
separate  water  closets,  sinks,  etc,  in  addition  to  the  number  of 
private  houses  being  built, 

A District  scheme  has  been  prepared  and  indicates  that 
water  will  be  brought  as  far  as  Daventry  from  Pitsford  reservoir,  a 
distance  of  some  14  mileso  Such  works  are  calculated  to  result  in 
the  town  having  a softer  water  supply  when  soft  water  from  Pitsford 
is  mixed  with  the  very  hard  water  at  present  coming  from  Borough 
Hill  reservoir. 

The  purity  of  the  to'/m’s  supply  remained  at  a very  high 
level  and  several  more  properties  were  connected  to  the  mains  during 
the  year. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Enquiries  followed  by  suitable  treatment  of  premises  were 
carried  out  following  upon  the  notification  of  certain  cases  of 
infectious  disease  by  Medical  Practitioners,  Disinfection  being 
usually  effected  by  means  of  formaldehyde  spray  or  vapour. 

Regarding  Insect  pests  only  a very  small  number  of  domestic 
premises  became  .infested  and  in  each  case  appropriate  steps  were 
taken  to  deal  with  such  verminc  Nowadays  it  is  possible  to  destroy 
such  pests  and  their  eggs  providing  the  treatment  is  properly  carried 
out,  and  this  policy  is  no  doubt  responsible  for  the  decreasing 
numbers  of  new  infestations  which  are  reported  year  by  year. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Towa.rds  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a scheme  was  being 
prepared  for  reconstruction  of  the  present  sewage  works.  Bearing 
in  mind  the  forthcoming  expansion  of  the  town  provision  is  being  made 
for  a future  population  of  up  to  10,000,  These  works  are  urgently 
needed  to  remedy  the  present  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  now  exist 
at  the  sewage  works,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  I, minister  will  eventually 
allow  the  work  to  be  ca.rried  out  with  the  minimum  of  delay. 

Two  schemes  were  also  in  preparation  for  the  laying  of  new  sewers 
along  Staverton  Road,  and  to  the  new  Ho'osing  and  Industrial 
Development  sites  be'h^een  Brauns  ton  Road  and  Ashby  Road, 
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Rodent  Control 


Action  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  hy  Pests  Act,  1949  vi/as 
continued  throughout  the  year,  and  with  the  free  treatment  service 
operated  hy  the  Council  at  dwelling  houses,  it  is  now  positive  tiiat 
the  public  are  more  anxious  to  report  infestations,  with  the  result 
that  premises  can  be  treated  before  the  rodents  have  sufficient  time 
to  breed  and  spread  to  adjoining  land.  It  is  a feature  of  the 
work  at  this  stage  that,  no  matter  how  successful  action  has  been 
in  the  past,  no  relaxation  of  effort  is  possible  without  permitting 
an  immediate  relapse  to  occur,  when  all  improvement  achieved  would 
be  lost. 


Sewers  are  check-’baited  twice  yearly  and  have  been  free 
from  serious  infestation.  The  Council’s  refuse  tip  and  sewage 
works  are  constantly  under  treatment  and  surveillance. 

The  treatment  of  infestations  were  as  follows: 

Dwelling  houses  38 

Business  premises  4 

Local  Authority  8 


Refuse  Collection 

The  refuse  collection  service  has  now  greatly  improved 
due  to  a weekly  collection  having  been  commenced  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  in  place  of  a fortnightly  collection  hitherto. 

The  refuse  tip  situate  along  Ashby  Road  has  been  practically 
filled,  and  once  the  material  has  had  time  to  consolidate  the  surface 
can  be  finally  levelled  and  covered  over,  and  used  for  agricultural 
purposes.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  commence  tipping  in  the 
Rural  District  area  at  a site  adjoining  the  Daventry  - Weedon  Road, 

The  problem  of  ensuring  that  each  house  in  the  Borough 
has  a suitable  dustbin  still  remains.  However,  at  the  end  of  the 
year  a detailed  report  had  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Health 
Committee  describing  several  alternative  schemes  by  which  a Local 
Authority  could  provide  suitable  dustbins.  With  this  in  view  it 
is  felt  that  real  progress  will  be  made  during  the  ensuing  year  to 
remedy  the  present  unhygienic  conditions  inevitably  encountered 
with  the  use  of  insanitar;^  refuse  receptacles, 

Mcveable  iK^ellings 

" . 

All  such  licensed  dwellings  were  carefully  observed  to 
ensure  the  maintenance  of  a reasonable  standard  of  hygiene  and 
the  provision  of  adequate  amenitieSo  - 
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National  Assistance  Act  1 948.  Section  A-7 


During  the  year  it  proved  necessary,  after  the  most  careful 
investigation  and  deliberation,  to  take  action  under  the  provision  of 
this  Act  in  respect  of  an  aged  couple  residing  in  the  Borough,  When 
all  possible  alternative  solutions  to  the  problem  had  been  found  to  be 
of  no  avail,  a Court  order  was  obtained  for  the  removal  of  the  old 
couple  to  Danotre  Hospital,  In  order  to  ensure  their  maintenance 
in  the  Hospital,  three  subsequent  applications  vjere  made  to  the 
Court  at  intervals  of  three  months. 

It  seems  meet  at  this  point  to  give  some  thought  to  the 
problem  of  providing  for  the  care  of  the  elderly  members  of  the 
Community,  It  would  appear  more  than  likely  that,  as  time  goes 
by,  more  and  more  calls  will  be  made  upon  the  Welfare  Services  in 
this  connection,  since  it  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  that  a 
growing  percentage  of  the  country's  population  consists  of  men  and 
women  in  the  later  decades  of  life,  V/hethor  or  not  the  younger 
relatives  of  such  elderly  folk  tend  to  consider  their  care  to  bo  as 
much  a matter  for  the  local  authority  as  for  themselves,  the  fact 
remains  that  the  actual  number  of  oases  is  increasing, 

A point  worthy  of  note  occurs  here  with  regard  to  modern 
Geriatric  Units  such  as  that  in  operation  at  Danetre  Hospital, 

If  such  Units  are  successful  then  the  temporary  rehabilitation  of 
elderly  people  that  is  achieved  must,  in  the  long  run,  lead  to  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  old  people  requiring  to  be  looked  after. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  a country  which  is  prepared  to  devote 
so  much  of  its  energy  and  resources  to  such  excellent  work  must 
also  seriously  consider  really  adequate  and  appropriate  provision 
for  the  future  welfare  of  the  men  and  women  concerned. 

The  success  that  has  attended  the  setting  up  of  small 
voluntary  homes  for  old  people  often  provided  by  the  allied  efforts 
of  a number  of  religious  bodies,  causes  one  to  wonder  whether  Welfare 
Authorities  might  not  with  benefit  adopt  similar  schemes  themselves 
in  future.  Old  people  are  not  necessarily  gregarious  by  nature, 
and  herding  them  together  in  large  numbers,  nearly  always  with 
separation  of  men  and  woman,  as  is  customary  in  the  accommodation 
provided  under  the  National  Health  Services  Acts,  does  not  seem 
right  or  proper.  One  envisages  a system  whereby  local  bodies  are 
given  financial  support  towards  the  provision  and  upkeep  of  smaller 
homes  accommodating,  say,  up  to  20  inmates,  including  married 
couples.  Alternatively,  'Welfare  Authorities  could  themselves 
provide  and  run  such  homes  on  similar  lines.  However  the  problem 
is  tackled  it  is  quite  clear  that  in  time  more  and  more  places  will 
have  to  bo  made  ready  for  old  people  if  the  country  as  a whole  is 
to  carry  out  all  its  obligations  and  intentions  as  a welfare  state. 
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Petroleum  Regulation  Acts  1928  & 1936 


17  Licences  were  granted  to  the  oocupiers  of  premises  to 
store  Petroleum  Spirit  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the 
Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations, 

At  one  of  the  premises  the  electrical  fittings  were 
completely  renewed  and  made  to  conform  with  the  new  flame  proof 
standards. 


At  another  of  the  licensed  premises  Petroleum  was  being 
stored  in  such  a manner  as  to  constitute  a very  high  fire  risk, 
and  danger  to  human  life  and  property.  Appropriate  steps  were 
taken  to  deal  with  this  serious  matter  and  the  strictest 
interpretation  of  the  Regul'^tions  was  adhered  to  and  the 
necessary  work  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  1953. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING- 


The  year  1 953  v;as  one  in  v^hich  notev;orthy  strides  were  made  in 
the  provision  of  new  Council  houses.  By  31st  December  46  of  the 
houses  reported  to  he  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1952  were 
completed  and  occupied,  while  a further  six  remained  in  course  of 
erection.  These  houses,  situated  in  the  Council  Estate  to  the  north 
of  the  town,  helped  in  no  small  way  to  reduce  the  long  list  of 
prospective  tenants  which  is  constantly  under  review.  Applicants 
with  families,  or  furnished  with  other  equally  valid  reasons  for 
prior  consideration,  were  again  mainly  successful  in  obtaining  tenancy 
of  new  homes,  leaving  very  little  for  the  younger  couples  on  whose 
behalf  a special  plea  was  nude  in  last  year's  report.  It  would 
seem  that  this  class  of  applicant  must  continue  its  plucky  struggle 
indefinitely  through  circumstances  which  are  by  no  means  the  will  of 
the  Council,  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  with  the  greatly  enlarged  and 
accelerated  building  progi'amne  which  is  now  beginning  in  connection 
with  the  industrial  developieiit  of  the  town,  a way  will  be  found  to 
provide  more  of  these  younger  citizens  with  a decent  home. 

The  bare  statement  that  one  house  only  was  demolished  during 
the  year  would  seem  to  suggest,  at  first  sight,  that  the  pace  of 
Slum  Clearance  had  slackened.  That  this  preiTise  is  false  can 
speedily  be  demonstrated  by  taking  a look  at  the  Housing  Statistics 
for  1953.  There  it  will  bo  noted  that  a large  number  of  inspections 
were  carried  out  and  that  Official  Representations  under  the  Housing 
Acts  resulted  in  17  houses  becoming  controlled,  either  through  the 
service  of  Demolition  Orders,  or  by  the  obtaining  of  Undertakings 
not  to  re-let  at  the  end  of  current  tenancieSn  In  this  way  the 
public  are  being  protected  from  the  perpetuation,  in  certain  instances 
of  living  conditions  of  an  order  so  low  in  comparison  with  those  now 
generally  accepted  as  to  be  an  insult  to  the  humblest  tenant  and  a 
cause  of  reproach,  even,  on  the  good  name  of  the  Borough  itself. 

As  the  new  town,  built  to  the  very  strict  standards  of  the  present 
day,  comes  into  being  alongside  the  old,  so  wil3  the  contrast  between 
the  real  slum  dwellings  and  the  modern  homes,  large  or  small,  become 
increasingly  obvious  with  the  eventual  result,  one  would  dare  to  hope, 
that  the  demand  for  such  low-grade  houses  will  steadily  diminish, 

V/hile  the  enormous  difference  which  usually  exists  between  the  rents 
charged  for  old  and  new  dwellings  is  ce:.''tajnly  a big  stumbling-block 
to  progress  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  assume  that  certain  factors  my 
well,  in  time,  lead  to  so  marked  a reduction  in  demnd  for  unfit 
property  that  much  will  eitner  remain  empt3'’  when  vacated  by  the 
present  tenants  and  be  demolished  in  due  course,  or  else  it  will  be 
extensively  reconditioned  by  the  owners  and  made  in  all  respects  fit 
for  habitation  again,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council.  Such 
factors  might  include  the  passing  of  older  folks  with  very  low 
incomes,  a relative  increase  in  the  numbers  of  younger  people 
earning  rather  ho.gher  wages,  easier  methods  of  purchasing  houses, 
and  a steady,  if  slow,  process  of  educat5.on  generally  into  the 
acceptance  of  a better  all-round  standard  of  living. 
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While  it  is  obvious,  on  looking  r^und,  that  many  old 
properties  are  in  so  bad  a state  of  repair,  or  so  badly  arranged 
on  the  site  as  to  make  it  impracticable,  either  at  reasonable  or 
unreasonable  cost,  for  them  to  be  rendered  in  all  respects  fit, 
there  is  quite  a number  nhich  would  be  well  worth  reconditioning. 

To  this  end  one  would  like  to  draw  particular  attention  to  the 
grants  which  may  be  obtained  in  approved  cases  for  work  of  this 
kind.  So  far  relatively  few  enquiries  have  been  made  with  regard 
to  these  but  the  results  in  at  least  four  cases  appear  to  have 
fully  justified  the  purpose  for  which  such  grants  were  sanctioned. 

If  owners  of  property,  which  is  in  such  a condition  as  to  be  brought 
up  for  consideration  by  the  Council  during  Slum  Clearance  work,  would 
look  into  the  possibilities  of  this  scheme,  they  might  succeed  not 
only  in  prolonging  the  life  of  their  property  for  many  years  to 
come,  but  also  in  performing  u.  public  service  by  helping  to  preseirve 
something  of  the  character  of  the  old  Daventry^ 
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HOUSING  ST.ITISTICS 


I.  Inspections  of  dvjel ling-houses  during  the  year;- 

1.  (a)  Number  of  dvjellinghouses  inspected  for 

Public  Health  or  Housing  /let  defects  ......  269 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  ......  753 

2.  Nuniber  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  incapable  of  repair  at 

reasonable  expense  ......  24 

3.  Number  of  dvi/ellinghouses  (excluding  those  referred 

to  under  sub-head  2 above)  found  to  be  not  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  114 


II,  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  service 

of  formal  notice;- 

Number  of  defective  dnellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  Officers  ......  ......  36 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  povjers  during  the  year;- 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sec  to  9;,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936; 


1,  Number  of  dvjellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  2 

2,  Number  of  dwcl  linghouses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices :- 

(a)  Ey  owners  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 


1.  Number  of  dw  el  linghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied  ......  8 

2,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices :- 

(a)  By  owners  ......  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sect^  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:- 

1,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 


Demolition  Orders  were  made  ......  ......  14 

2,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  1 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  by 

informal  agreement  with  owners  ....  * 


4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed  in  pursuance 
of  undertakings  not  to  re  let  at  end  of 
present  tenancy  accepted  by  Council  under 
Sec  tion  11.  ......  3 
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D.  Proceedings  under  Sects.  25  and  26  of  the  Housing 
1936:- 

1,  Number  of  houses  dealt  vjith  under  Section  25  Nil 

2,  Number  of  Clearance  Orders  made  under  Section  26*  Nil 

IV.  Housing  xict,  1936,  Part  IV  ~ OvercroYiding 

1.  (a)  Number  of  dvjellinghouses  overcrowded  at 

end  of  year  14 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  22 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .....  112 

2.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  year.  .....  1 

3.  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  year  .....  30 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  207 

4.  Number  of  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  became 

overcrowded  again  after  Local  Authority 

had  taken  steps  for  abatement  of  same Nil 

During  the  year  1953,  46  houses  were  completed  ready  for 
occupation,  bringing  the  total  number  of  houses,  both  pre-  and  post- 
war, provided  by  the  Council  to  306.  A further  six  houses  were  in 
course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  in  addition  plans  were 
prepared  for  the  erection  of  7 Bungalows  for  the  use  of  elderly  people. 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  food  and  drink 


Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  food  preinises  and 
especially  to  the  preparation  and  handling  of  food  intended  for  sale. 
In  this  connection  all  ty]3os  of  premises  have  been  included  vjherever 
food  or  drink  is  prepared,  and  improvements  have  been  nade  to  a 
number  of  such  preinises  with  a satisfactory  degree  of  co-operation 
from  the  traders.  As  may  be  expected  some  of  the  food  preparing 
premises,  especially  those  used  as  bake-houses^  are  very  old  and 
restricted  in  size  and  consequently  do  not  always  allow  full  scale 
modernisation  to  become  a practical  loroposition. 

The  milk  supply  was  satisfactory  throughout  the  year, 
nearly  all  being  supplied  by  trjo  large  retailing  firms.  In 
addition,  b^io  shops  were  granted  licences  to  retail  bottled  milk. 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  premises  selling  ice  cream  and 
these  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory;  in  the  main  ice 
cream  sold  is  pre-wrapped  and  the  risk  of  contamination  is  thereby 
reduced  to  a minimum. 

The  occupier  of  one  slaughterhouse  was  granted  a renewal 
of  his  licence  to  use  premises  as  a slaughterhouse,  although  no 
actual  slaughtering  was  carried  on  within  the  Borough  and  the 
distribution  of  meat  continued  under  arrangements  of  the  Ministry 
of  Pood  from  Northajr5)ton, 
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SECTION  P. 


Prevalenoe  of,  and  control  over.  Infectious  Diseases 

Notification  of  the  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  was 
received  during  the  year  ending  31st  December  1953;- 


Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate  per 

1 000  total  Population 

Daventry 

1 England  & V/ales 

J/feasles 

2 

2 

4 

0.26 

i 12.36 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

0.4S 

1 1.39 

V/hooping  Cough 

2 

1 

3 

0.72 

> 3.58 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

- 

1 

1 

0,24 

i 0.01 

Polioiiye litis  (Acute  ) 

1 

-* 

0.24 

! 0.07 

TOTAL 

7 

. , 

4 



11 

No  cases  of  Diptheria  or  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the 
year,  hut  there  was  one  case  of  paralytic  polioiiyelitis  in  a child 
aged  2 years. 


Diptheria  Immunisation  1 953 

Under  1 year  1-4  5-9  10^14  Total  Booster 

32  17  17  2 68  108 

V/hooping  Cough  Vaccination  1953 


Under  1 year 

1-4 

5-14 

Total 

Combined 

Wh,  Cough/ 

3 

12 

15 

Diptheria 

10 

8 

- 

18 

N,B.  The  figures  for  combined  immunisations  are  include  in  those 
for  Diptheria  given  above. 


Number  of  children  known  to  have  completed  full  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December  1953. 


Age  at  31/12/53 

Under  1 

■ 1 ' ' 1 

1 : 2 

3 U j 5-9 

10-14 

TOTAL  ; 

i.e,  born  in 

1953 

'52  '51 

'50;'49|'W-/W 

' 39/43 

Under  15 

Number 

I 

9 

46  ! 36 

! 

35  I 41 ! 257 

‘ i 

217 

641 

SmLLPOX 

The  total  number  of  children  reported  as  having  been  protected 
by  vaccination  against  this  dread  disease  shows  a pleasing  increase  of 
6 on  the  figure  for  1952,  It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  the  number 
of  infants  vaccinated  under  the  age  of  one  year  remained  at  10,  although 
the  percentage  protected  rose  relatively,  owing  to  the  marked  fall  in 
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births  taking  place  durin^=^  the  year.  The  advice  of  previous  years  is 
reiterated  here  with  no  less  force  despite  the  fact  that  no  cases  of 
smallpox  occurred  in  or  near  the  tovjru 

Vaccination  1953 


Under  1 year 

1 -4 

5-14 

15  plus 

Total 

Primary 

10 

2 

4 

16 

Re -vacc ina tion 

- 

- 

3 

3 

6 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Age  and  Sex  distribution  of  new  oases  and  deaths  1::^53 


New  Cases  Deaths 


Age  groups 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Pulmonary 

Other 

M 

P 

M 

P‘  1 

. i 

j M 

p 

M 

F 

0 - 

' ' 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

mm 

- 

1 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

** 

- 

- 

5 - 

1 

mm 

- 

Mi 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 

- 

: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 

1 

mm 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

25  - 

mm 

i 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

35  - 

- 

- 

- 

t 

- 

- 

- 

w - 

*** 

- 

•m 

1 - 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 

- 

> 

m 

65  plus 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Cases  on  Register  at  31  st  December  1953 


Designation 

. . . . 

Males 

Females 

TOTilL 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Notified  1953 

1 

- 

“ 

2 

Inward  transfers 

- 

2 

j 

2 

Removals 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Remaining 

7 

1 

10 

j 

18 

1 

18. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  voluntary  i\fter-Care  Committee  set  up  in  1948  to  serve 
both  the  Borough  and  surrounding  Rural  District  continued  to  vjork 
in  close  touch  with  the  County  Medical  Authority,  Hospitals, 

Sana  tori  urns,  and  Local  Authorities  concerned  and,  in  so  doing, 
an  extreniely  useful  link  was  maintained  betvjeen  the  actual  treatment 
of  the  disease  and  the  tin^  when  patients  are  able  to  return  to 
a normal  life;  Altogether  the  Committee  had  69  patients  or 
ex-patients  in  its  care;  some  were  new  cases,  whilst  others  were 
quiescent  cases  who  have  returned  home  to  their  families.  Patients 
are  visited  by  Members  of  the  Care  Committee  whilst  in  Sanatorium 
and  each  patient  is  granted  10/-  per  month  locker  money  by  the 
Committee,  jbrrangements  are  made  to  visit  discharged  patients 
at  their  homes  and  to  endeavour  to  assist  them  still  further  by 
financial  or  other  means,  e.g,  free  milk  supply  whilst  they  are 
still  convalescent. 
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SECTION  G. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Part  I - Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 


i NOp  on 
i Regis  ter 


Numt)er  of 


Inspections  j Written  | Occupiers 
I Notices  : Prosecuted 


(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sects  1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

13 

— 

20 

1 

1 

1 

i 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in(i)  in  which  Sect.  7 
is  enforced. 

34 

2 

(iii) 

Other  premises  . , 

(excluding  oubvorkers' 
premises)  in  which 

Sec  to  7 is  enforced. 

1 

12 

1 

1 

- 

I 

i 

55 

75  1 

3 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 


NOo  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found|No.of 

"i  Prose- 


Pound  i Remedied  i Ref , to  H,Me!  Ref.  hy 


Insp. 


H.MpI. 


cutLons 


Want  of  cleanliness  (Sol)' 
Overcrowding  (Se2)  | 

Unreasonable  Temp,  (Se3)  i 
Inadequate  vent.  (So4)  ! 

Ineffective  drainage  i 
of  floor  (Se6)  I 

Sanitary  conveniences  ; 
(S,7) 

a)  Insufficient 
bj  Unsuitable  or 

defective  j 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

! 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (except  out- 
workers ) 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


PART  VIII  - Oubrjorkers„ 

Nuniber  of  oub/Jorkers  registered  during  the  year 
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STOii^Y  OF  SiOTT/lRY  INSFEC TOR'S  VISITS  DURING 
THE  YEAR 

Ho using 

Repairs,  Demolitions  Visits  etc, 

Overcrovjding 

^ •••  ••• 

Drainage,  V/,Cs,  sinks  etc, 

V/ater  Supply 

Pood  & Drugs  and  ancillary  provisions 

Pood  - Inspection  and  Condemnation 

. • • • • • • 

Meat  and  Pood  Establishments 

***  •••  ••• 

Shops 

^ •••  ••• 

Petroleum  Licensing  and  Supervision 

Refuse  Collection 

•••  ••• 

Refuse  Disposal 

**-  #•»  •••  ••• 

Verminous  Premises  and  Infestations  ,,, 

Infectious  Disease  and  Pood  Poisoning 
Burial  of  Dead 

••• 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

• ••  •••  ••• 

Pig  keeping  and  other  Animal  complaints 

Nuisances 

Public  Conveniences 

• tt  •••  ••• 

Theatres,  Hotels  and  Places  of  Entertainment 

Rodent  Control 

Schools 

Temporary  Dwellings  and  Hutted  Accommodation 

Interviews  and  Visits  to  Housing  Ax^plicants  apart  from 
normal  Housing  or  Overcrowding  complaints,,  , , , 


753 

31 

205 

23 

104- 

24- 

55 

51 

93 

4-1 

7 

4 

14 

1 

85 

6 

20 

10 

17 

184 

7 

23 

360 


2,118 
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